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UM HOLDS SYMPOSIUM ON MONTANA CONSTITUTION  
MISSOULA —
Next year, Montana voters will be asked to decide whether 
changes to the state constitution should be considered. To help 
citizens make an informed choice, the University of Montana 
School of Law will hold a three-day symposium on Montana's 
constitution Nov. 16 through 18.
Constitutional Symposium '89 will bring together prominent 
Montanans and visiting constitutional experts to discuss the 
current state constitution, adopted in 1972. The free sessions, 
open to the public, are intended to stimulate public discussion 
before the 1990 general election, when Montanans will vote on 
whether a constitutional convention should be held. That 
question must be presented to voters at least every 20 years, 
according to the current constitution.
The importance of the topic is reflected in the lineup of 
experts participating in the symposium, Martin Burke, dean of the 
UM law school, said. Montana Gov. Stan Stephens will present the 
keynote address, and sessions will feature Montana Supreme Court 
justices, legislators, state and local officials, professors and 
business people. Many of the participants were instrumental in 
the 1972 Montana Constitutional Convention.
"This is a historic event," Burke said. "We are bringing
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together a group of people who are truly among the key players in 
the development of the constitution in this state. To have them 
together in one place at one time is impressive."
Gov. Stephens' speech, "Practical Implementation 
Executive Branch View," will cap the symposium's opening day at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 16.
Another highlight of the symposium will be a presentation by 
A.E. Dick Howard, a leading authority on state constitutions and 
a professor of law and public affairs at the University of 
Virginia. Howard, noted for explaining constitutional issues in 
an accessible, entertaining fashion, appears frequently in the 
national news media, Burke said, adding "the very fact that he's 
coming here says something about the nature of our conference."
Howard's speech, "Pleasure Domes and Sunless Seas: America's 
State Constitutions," is scheduled for 8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 17, at 
the Village Red Lion Inn's Edgewater Restaurant in Missoula. The 
speech also serves as the keynote address for the Montana 
Committee for the Humanities Awards Banquet.
The Montana Committee for the Humanities is funding the 
constitutional symposium, which is hosted by the law school and 
its publication, "Montana Law Review."
The symposium will focus on six broad areas of the 
constitution and the issues which have arisen in those areas 
since the constitutional convention in 1972, Burke said. Each of 
those six areas -- liberties, finance, environment, local
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government, the judiciary and education —  will be the topic of a 
session featuring a panel of experts in that field.
The papers, speeches and discussions presented at the 
symposium will be published in a special edition of "Montana Law 
Review." The law school will also provide information from the 
symposium to schools, service clubs, discussion groups and the 
general public.
Because the opportunity to change the constitution occurs so 
infrequently —  Montana's has been revamped just once in 100 
years —  it is important for citizens to be as well-informed as 
possible, Burke said.
"When there is so significant a ballot issue, the 
educational process is a long process that cannot and should not 
happen in the few weeks before the election," Burke said. "It's 
not like a law which can be changed or repealed in the next 
session of the Legislature."
For further information about the constitutional symposium, 
call the UM School of Law at 243-4311.
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